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reclaimed vacant land near Churchgate was turned dawn* Thafc area was certainly
more convenient being nearer the commercial centre and possessed better facilities
for transport and other amenities, than this d.stant outskirts of the City. Though,
so far as the actual results are concerned, this could not have and has not made
any difference, because thousands of patriotic and enthusiastic Indians would always
cheerfully undertake this annual political piLvrinujxe. even though the sessions be
held either on the top of the freszing Himalayas or at the scorching: landa-end of
Cape Oqmqrin. But this insolent rejection of our request by the Government,
though insignificant and unimportant by itself, still demonstrates tragically onr
helplessness, impotence and d:jp,5adenee in our own country. That a large tract of
vacant and unused piece of land, reclaimed a*-, the cost; of *mi!ii>na of rate-payers'
money, cannot be made available for admittedly the greatest the mo^t represcu;a-
tive and most popular political orginisatku in tha cjunrry for a f.>w diys to hold
its annual plenary session, is a position neither ed,fyin;r inr aiding to oar national
self-respect, particularly when we are rcude to feel tn-3 addiiion.il ^a!lin^ fac-t. that
any favourable spot in any parfc of the country, shouli b* at r.h'3 dUpos-il of offidils
and their aristocratic friends for their light sports and even harmful gamblicjr
games. I am sure this helpless condition will awaken th-s country to the sad
reality of our situation,

As Contrasted with the obstructive attitude of tha Government the Recaption
Committee acknowledges gratefully the co-operation and prompt assistance received
from all officials of the Bombay Municipality, including the Improvement Trust,
and the facilities for transport afforJed by tht Bunoay Electric Supply and
Tramways Co., helped considerably to reduce the hardship and inconvenience caused
by this unreasonable rejection by the Government.

OF DATES

Criticism has been levelled in regard to the fixing of dates of the session. Some
friends believe that this particular time of the year selected for such aa important
session is very unsuitable. The month of October is climatically the worst part
of the year, making both long journeys and camp Tfe rather uncomfortable. Some-
time after the dates were fixed a request came from certain quarters for postpone-
ment of the session to a date after the Assembly elections, because they believed
that this session would interfere with their election campaign. There is no doubt
there is a good deal of force in both these arguments ; but I would submit for
your considerations the more weighty reasons that induced the Working Committee
to fix those particular dates in spite of some inconvenience to certain friends ;
those of you who attended the Patna A. I. 0. C. meeting will remember ^that in
the resolution for formation of Parliamentary Board a constitutional objection was
raised from a strong and considerable section of Congressmen that in view of the
Lahore resolution boycotting the legislatures, the Council-entry programme could
only be sanctioned by another plenary session of the Congress , hehce ib was nece-
ssary to arrange for an open session shortly before the Assembly elections so that
the resolution about the Parliamentary Board might be endorsed by this session,
and the Lahore ban against the council-entry could thus be formally and legally
removed.

At a later date when further requests came for postponement after the dates of
Assembly elections were actually fixed, additional weighty reasons prevailed to
adhere to these original datas and these requests could noS be granted. In view of
the difference of opinion on the Working Committee's resolution on the Communal
Award, it is but fair that an opportunity should be given to all parties including
dissentients to place their point of view before the session and to obtain a final
verdict. Pandit Malaviyaji and Sj, AQey na(* openly declared their intentions to
continue their endeavours in this direction till the last, thafc is, till this plenary
session, to get the Working Committee's resolution rescinded. Therefore, it was
necessary and fair that an early opportunity should be given to them before this
highest authority in the Congress constitution ; otherwise the Cabinet mighty have
been charged of attempting to evade that issue and not giving an opportunity of
facing it in the open session. It is hoped and expected that Panditji, having op?nly
sought and invited the verdict* and justly claimed the right of audience frona thi3
open session, will, as a rigid disciplinarian and one of the oldest Congressmen abide
by its mandate. These were some of the main considerations that prevailed lu
fixing these dates,
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